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I. Background 

 
The Public Art and Civic Design Division of the Department of City Planning and the 
Department of Public Works is currently seeking proposals to create a high quality artist 
designed intersection at Brownsville and Parkfield Roads, in Carrick. 
 
This project was initiated by Councilwomen Natalia Rudiak from District Four.  As planning 
began regarding traffic improvements for this intersection, she and her staff became 
interested in intersection enhancements such as an artist designed crosswalk or artist 
designed intersection markings. 
 
As discussion continued between Councilwoman Rudiak, the Department of City Planning, 
and the Department of Public Works, it became increasingly important to garner community 
feedback about whether to pursue an artistic crosswalk or the artist designed intersection 
markings.  Community feedback was also needed in regard to the content of the design. 
 
On March 12, 2017, a community public meeting was organized by the office of 
Councilwoman Rudiak and facilitated by the Department of City Planning and the Department 
of Public Works.  Community Participants were asked to identify their interests in regard to 
the identity of Carrick; their interests in regard to design aesthetics for the artwork; their 
interest in placemaking for this area of Carrick and; their thoughts regarding safety for this 
intersection.  Additionally, the community was engaged in a discussion around which type of 
implementation to pursue; ultimately the artist designed intersection was selected, rather than 
artist designed crosswalks. 
 
The community input will be further outlined in the Scope of Services section of this 
document. 

 
II. Scope of Work 

 
The information gathered during the meeting mentioned in the previous section helped to 
shape the scope of work for this RFP. It was determined by public interest that an artistically 
designed intersection would be the preferred implementation for this project vs art crosswalk.  
 
Therefore, artists should respond to this RFP by providing detailed drawings and renderings of 
a design for the Brownsville/Parkfield Roads intersection.  These drawing should be submitted 
as an electronic submission. Once selected as the awarded design, the City will own these 
drawings and the intellectual rights pertaining to them. 
 
There is potential to repeat this design concept at other crosswalks or intersections throughout 
Carrick as a way to attribute the character of the neighborhood, so the design should have the 
potential for iteration; meaning that it may be possible to repeat the design with slight 
variations in other crosswalks along Brownsville Road.  
 



 

 
 

Below are the intersection specifications, guidelines, and community input which should be 
addressed in response to this RFP. 

 
III. Intersection Specifications: 

 

 
 
IV. Guidelines 

 
• Refer to the attached drawing of Brownsville Road / Parkfield Street intersection. 

 
• The existing piano key-style crosswalks will remain at the intersection. A third piano-

key style crosswalk will be installed on the north side of the intersection. 
 

• The artistic elements will be installed between the three piano key-style crosswalks. 
 

• Painting between the solid white vertical lines in the piano key-style crosswalks is not 
allowed per federal guidelines.  
 

• The artist will work in collaboration with the Department of Public Works to select a 
color pallet which shall not contain white, yellow, or red in a way which could be 
confused with other standard traffic control devices or pavement markings. 



 

 
 

 
• Artwork shall not contain octagons, triangles, or other shapes that may be confused 

with standard traffic control devices. 
 

• Artwork shall not contain logos, text, or advertising. 
 

• The Municipal Traffic Engineer shall make the final determination as to the overall 
safety of the artistic design. 

 
V. Community Interest/ideas to be considered for the artistic design 

 
• The community expressed safety as their number one interest for the implementation 

of this project.  Some of the ideas/words that came up in regard to this were: 
directional images, or the use of muted colors. 
 

• In terms of the identity of Carrick, there were a few re-emerging themes that 
occurred.  Ideas of a family-oriented neighborhood that offers affordable housing 
came up, along with amenities such as a business district and Phillips park.  The 
school was also frequently mentioned, as well as the suggestion of using the name 
“Carrick” in the design, or “The Rock” which translates from Gaelic.  Also noted was 
“Carrick-on-Suir,” which originates from Ireland and has the symbol of a swan.  
Additionally mentioned was the “Dairy District” in regard to this location. 
 

• When discussing aesthetics and placemaking related to design, the community was 
interested in evoking a sense of nature and residence through the use of houses, 
flowers, leaves, or trees. There was an interest in the design being colorful while also 
utilizing directional modes.  Lastly, the community was hopeful that the intersection 
would become a conversation piece or reference point. 

 
VI. Materials 

 
• The artistic crosswalk shall consist of street-grade paint applied using stencils or 

preformed thermoplastic, which the Department of Public Works will be responsible 
for drawing. 
 

• The application material and method shall provide a non-slip surface for pedestrians. 
The material for the artistic design shall be non-reflective. 
 

• In this case all material specification will be determined by the Department of Public 
Works prior to installation. 

 
VII. Installation 

 
• Design must have final Department of Public Works approval prior to installation. 

 
• Design must have Art Commission approval prior to installation. 

 
• After the artistic design has been approved, the Department of Public Works will 

procure  



 

 
 

 
• A contractor to fabricate and install the artistic proposed design. 

 
VIII. Maintenance 

 
This type of implementation generally has a life span of 3-5 years, depending on materials 
used and location. 
 
The Department of Public Works is not responsible for maintaining or replacing the artistic 
intersection.  City streets are subject to repaving at any time, and the street will be returned to 
its prior condition upon repaving or during regularly scheduled striping maintenance. 

 
IX. Format of Submittal Requirements 

 
Artists who are interested in applying for this project must prepare and submit the following: 

 
• Each response to this RFP shall include the information described in this section. 

Provide the information in the specified order. Failure to include all of the elements 
specified may be cause for rejection. Additional information may be provided, but 
should be succinct and relevant to the goals of this RFP. Excessive information will 
not be considered favorably. 

 
• The proposal should be bound or contained in a loose leaf binder. Document pages 

shall be 8-1/2 inches by 11 inches in size or folded to such a size. Use section 
dividers, tabbed in accordance with this Section as specified below. 

 
a) Cover Letter: 

 
A Cover Letter no more than one page in length which should entail the following 
 

• Title of this RFP 
 
• Contact Person, Telephone Number, and Email Address 

 
• Mailing Address 

 
• Acknowledgement that all proposals may be considered public information in 

accordance with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Right to Know Laws as 
described in this RFP, including any addenda 

 
• The Cover Letter must be signed and thereby commit to the obligations 

contained in the RFP response. Further, the signing and submission of a 
response shall indicate the intention of the proposer to adhere to the 
provisions described in this RFP and a commitment to enter a binding 
contract. 

 
• If you, as an individual, or if any principal or employee in your firm, has a 

relationship or knowledge of, or contact with any official or employee of the 



 

 
 

City, that relationship, knowledge, or contact should be stated and described 
in your Letter of Transmittal. 

 
 

b) Tab A Qualifications, Experience and Reference 
 

• A current resume or curriculum vitae. 
 

• At least three professional references. This list must include complete 
addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses. 

 
•  Five images of past artwork or relevant portfolio images. These images 

should be provided in jpeg or similar format and be clearly labeled. They 
should not be larger than 800 pixels x 800 pixels at 72 dpi. An annotated list 
describing each work should also be provided. These descriptions must 
include: title, date, medium, size, location, and if a commissioned project, the 
commissioned budget. 

 
c) Tab B Qualification of Team 

 
(If applicable) If there are multiple artists working on this design, a resume or C.V. 
should be included for each team member. Provide a brief summary of the 
qualifications and experience of each team member assigned to this project, 
including length of service with the firm and resume/bio, and the qualifications 
/experience of any sub-consultant staff on your project team. 

 
d) Tab C Project Approach and Plan 

 
• A narrative, no more than one page in length, that describes how you arrived 

upon the design in relation to the aforementioned community input from the 
March 12, 2017 meeting. 
 

• Three to Five renderings of the proposed intersection artwork. Renderings 
can be made by digital means, include photo montage, and/or drawn by 
hand. These images should include an overall site specific drawing of an 
aerial view of the design in the intersection of Brownsville and Parkfield. The 
quality and execution of these renderings will be examined and evaluated in 
large by the degree of professionalism of the application. 

 
X. Submittal Requirements 

 
• Your submittal package, to be returned by the date and time outlined in Section 1 

of this document, shall include the following: 
 

o One (1) original printed copy of your proposal; and 
 

o One (1) electronic copy of your proposal in either MS Word or PDF format 
to be delivered via email. 

 



 

 
 

• Submittals shall be sent by U.S. Mail, commercial delivery service or Hand 
Delivery. Submissions may not be sent by fax. 
 

• Responses should be delivered ONLY to the OMB RFP Coordinator: 
Thoryn Simpson 
Senior Procurement Coordinator 
Office of Management and Budget 
City-County Building, Room 502 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 thoryn.simpson@pittsburghpa.gov 

 
• The City of Pittsburgh shall not be responsible for proposals delivered to a 

person or location other than that specified herein. 
 

• Late proposals shall not be accepted or considered. 
 

• All submittals, whether selected or rejected, shall become the property of the City 
of Pittsburgh and will not be returned. 

 
• All costs associated with proposal preparation shall be borne by the Respondent. 

 
 

XI. Selection Procedure & Criteria 
 
Each proposal will be evaluated by a Proposal Committee comprised of Councilwoman Natalia 
Rudiak; the Public Art & Civic Design Manager for the Public Art and Civic Design Division of 
the Department of City Planning; the Arts, Culture & History Specialist for the Public Art and 
Civic Design Division of the Department of City Planning; One Staff member from the 
Department of Public Works; Two (2) Business Owners from the Brownsville/Parkfield Road 
Business District and; Two (2) Carrick Residents; Two (2) Visual Artists. 
 
Submittals will be reviewed for responsiveness, and responsive submittals will further be 
screened by a selection committee in accordance with the criteria listed below. 
 
All proposals will be evaluated using the following criteria: 

 
• Respondent Qualifications for individual or team 
• Quality of Designs 
• Responsiveness to the Community interest 

o Safety 
o Identity 
o Placemaking 
o Aesthetics 

  
XII. Award and Contract 
 
After the City has received all Proposals and the Committee selects the awardee, the contract 
negotiation process will commence.  The awarded artist will receive $4,500 for the selected 
design. 
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The selected artist will be expected to create final technical drawings which include: a site plan, 
elevations, renderings, and a landscape plan.  The selected artist will be required to present to 
the Art Commission in collaboration with the office of Councilwoman Natalia Rudiak. 

 
Design must be submitted to and have final Department of Public Works approval prior to 
submission to the Art Commission; design must be presented on a scaled plan with dimensions 
identifying existing pavement type, proposed pavement marking material, and reflective/non-
reflective pavement markings.  Staff from the Art and Civic Design Division will help to 
coordinate the communication during this process.  
 
The selected artist will enter into a contract the Office of Management & Budget and the 
respective departments involved in this project.  A copy of the City’s Standard Professional 
Services Contract is attached for your review. 
 
 
 


